[Suppression of thymus endocrine function and changes in the plasma membrane properties of the lymphocytes in the chemotherapy of systemic oncological diseases in children].
An examination of 16 children suffering from malignancies established marked chemotherapy--induced suppression of endocrine function of the thymus. These findings were in correlation with variations in peripheral blood lymphocytes level in spontaneous rosette-formation test with ovine red blood cells and autoerythrocytes. The levels of E- and A-rosette-forming cells returned to normal following in vitro incubation of peripheral blood lymphocytes with thymostimuline. It is suggested that immunocorrection by means of thymal hormones should be carried out in the course of chemotherapy.